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legal provision has been made for nearly fifty years.
provided for their accommodat; :

reports the wooden lodges occupied by the colored patients are

unhealthy, insecure and dangerous in case of fire.

According to the provisions of the last Legislature your Board
has obtained through the labor of convicts from the Penitentiary

one million brick with which to begin the erection of “a house of
brick properly planned and arranged” for colored men as was
proposed in 1869 by my predecessor, Dr. J. W. Parker. It is
earnestly hoped that your Board will obtain from the Legislature
an appropriation of not less than $10,000 for the erection of this
building, already delayed a quarter of a century.

As a tribute to the memory of Dr. Parker, who faithfully
served as an officer in this Asylum for forty-five years, your
Board has decided to call this building the Parker Building.

THE PARKER BUILDING.

Superintendent’s Report, 1897: At its last session the General
Assembly appropriated $7,500 for a new building for colored men.
Your Board had most properly decided to call this building the
Parker Building not only because its erection had been proposed
by Dr. Parker in 1869, but also because of Dr. Parker's long and
eminent service to the State as an officer of this Hospital.

Immediately after the adjournment of the Legislature plans fc?r
the building were prepared. Owing to the small appropriation it
was understood that we should so far as possible do this work
within ourselves. We, therefore, were debarred the services of

both a
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yuilding is 240 feet, the main portion 40 fee

length o -
| | 67 feet wlde. The cellar as well dsS €ac|
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and
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is 12 feet high. That portion of the bﬁasement nearest i ang T
upon the same level as the main kitchen is planned for the dip;, one ¢
room, having dimensions of 62x37 feet. The front extensig,, 1 48501
the eastern end is to be a bath-room equipped with dpparatyg 1“:,; e
rain-bath. The first story will be used as the inﬁrmary wam, :,:2

The three large rooms over the dining-room will serye ;. asso A
ciate dormitories each accommodating 40 patients. Thrpee . milay '

, each
dormitories over the bath-room will hold 20 beds each and th oent
fourth story 30 beds. These, with 86 single rooms wil) bring -

4 UE;

the total capacity of the building to about 300 beds.

The ward water closets and bath rooms are built in 4 Separat
tower extending midway from the building on the
exposure. The outside walls built on what is termed th
or hollow plan having a two-inch air-space between the inner ., %

Notherr

r wa
inter and coolness in summer A1

-

0oth and are ready for paint.in;..i..
essa: .___I_‘:__: Au the bﬂCk work about
o ¢ basement 18 made with “bull-
i 1T 1 I'S to prevent chipping
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The building is divided into three sections by two fire-walls
one of which forming the inner cross-wall of the dining-room ané
associate dormintories rises three feet above the roof. The other
or middle fire-wall serves as an outside wall for the fourth central

story and extends without windows or other openings above the
eastern wing.

A wide stairway leads from the basement to the top story in
each of the three fire-sections—one at either end on the rear and a
central one in front. The windows are finished on the inside
with a sloping or beveled sill thus preventing patients from stand-
ing upon them.

The plans include on the southern or front exposure a piazza
on each wing and a central porch, all having brick substructure.
Provision has also been made for erecting at the eastern extremity
verandas similar to tne ones now on the other buildings. These
verandas were not erected till 1909. '

A great saving was effected by using about 200,000 old brick
which had been saved from walls and foundatlons now pulled
down. The best of these hand made brick were put in the foun-
dations; the others were used in the party walls of the upper
stories.

The appropriation for the building was exhausted about

November 1, when the brick work was about two-thirds finished.

After consultation with Governor Ellerbe it was decided that in
view of the fact that a force of experienced workmen was upon
the ground, and since the brick could be obtained from the direc-
tors of the Penitentiary and from Capt. Guignard on personal
credit the better course would be to push the building to such a
state of completion as would prevent injury by exposure to the
weather of the work already done. This course having been

L determined upon the work has been continued upon bormwefi
‘money and by the time for the session of the General Ass E9.
~the building will be nea was
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_ ker Building to completion so economically, nor so wel
the purposes it 1s intended to subserve.
~ Superintendent’s Report,
last Ceneral Assembly appropriated
tion of the Parker Building, provided the Regents
further obligations for its construction. Under this appro
tion, the work on the building was carried on as rapidly g« )
ble.
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189g8—The Parker Buildip

$13,500 for the $ T
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_ The brick work was finished February 22d, the by
having been in part occupied February 14th.
_ . beer
pulled down, the main part of the building was occupied Ay,
15th. _
~ Taking into consideration the cost of brick, which has |
made by convict labor granted by the Legislature over a perio|
several years, this building has cost the State $30,000. As it
accommodate about 400 patients, this gives a cost per bed of $-:
which is unusually low, when we consider the per capita £os
often paid in other States, varying from $500 to $3,000 per bed
‘The negro male patients have since been housed in the Parlc
Building ; the negro women in the Old Asylum. The future policy

as to the care of the colored insane in South Carolina must soon |
determined.
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POLICY OF THE HOSPITAL.

It is easy at the present time to criticise unfavorably many featurc:
out the buildings and arrangements of this Hospitaf. |
should not be forgotten that in its present form and condition it rep
resents the results of the devoted labors of

ab

several generations O
since Samuel Farrow first co
. - Begun in 1821, it has deve
M T wmrmault of evolution—not

— 0 SPRE O many drawbacks it has progressct
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