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larged so as to handle both males and females suffa
tuberculosis. This enlargement made available gy
100 beds for other patients in an 1dentical building, 1,
used for tuberculous patients. 3
The reconstruction of Building No. 13 at State Py, e
had been partially burned, restored 100 beds to the ("‘P‘I‘Oil mf
that institution. Yo

The.s Commission, recognizing the greater needs of t}, S,
Hospltal and carrying out 1ts understanding of the hm'iq]\ ate
intent, will devote most of the $£5,000,000 21Ppl'Opriatedbfk)E,m\‘e
next fiscal year to construction at the State Hospital. o,

r By ably tageds .
1 I; hfa worst situations at the hospital are the utterly inadequat
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i c}ing:s for the housing of disturbed patients and the almogt
fsqula. y 1padeq1,1ate central kitchen at the Columbia Division fn
naking its -. : : G
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'OfOI‘Q tures will be duplicated for the two sexes and together will be
capable of housing 608 patients.
Tk, Whioh Since the Taylor Building will be destroyed as soon as patients
ipa(‘itv . may be moved out of it, the actual capacity of the hospital will
i be increased, therefore, only by about 300 beds.
the St In studying the central kitchen needs, the Commission has
{egislatf“e abandoned any attempt to enlarge the existing kitchen and is
Boh Ve now working on plans to construct a new combined kitchen and
O the bakery attached to and adjoining the existing warehouse, which

would also be enlarged by the addition of deep freeze storage
facilities to enable the hospital to purchase advantageously
frozen foods in carload lot quantities. These facilities, the Com-
mission believes, should be large enough to provide for the
normal growth of the institution and space will, therefore, be

provided for the addition of other equipment, when such addi-
tions become necessary.

By moving the kitchen from its present location it will become
possible to enlarge the existing congregate dining rooms, also
an 1mperative need of the hospital.

These additions to the hospital plant will of necessity require
the enlargement of the existing central heating system at the
Columbia Division, since it has not been designed with any
reserve capacity.

At the State Park Division the Commission plans to renovate
Building No. 1, replacing existing electrical wiring and plumbing
to meet at least the minimal standards of safety and sanitation.
SERERRES Structurally, this building is sound and when the work of reno-
te Tood  yation has been completed, the hospital should have in it not a
s large = podern but certainly a good building.
eS¢ = Some smaller projects—an X-ray building for State Park,
G - which eventually would become a part of the infirmary, among
ary- = them—are also contemplated. The X-ray equipment for this
- building will become available in the next fiscal year. Heretofore
patlents from the State Park Division, requiring X-rays, have
~ had to be transported to the Columbia Division for this service.

L B uch a practlce promotes neither the efficiency of the hospital’s

o : -tmns nor. the sa.fety and comfort of the patients.

- The cons ._uctml program will, of course, contribute greatly
| g hospital s ; npre Qvement but no one should delude hlmself
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neglected as long as the State HOSPital

has and has deteriorated to the exten‘t that 1t‘ 1'{as been allowgg

. . vears ago the State Hospital houseq g 4,
to deteriorate. Twenty years 4 g . 34
patients. Now the hospital .populatlon 1as C 1mbed above the
300 mark, The bed capacity of the hospital, by the Pyp;
Iiealth Service standards, is only 3,584. Lhe hO»‘.SP.ltal 1S, there.
fore, 50 per cent overcrowded. Actuall.y ?ondltlons 1IN SOmg
areas are worse than these over-all figures indicate. Patients muyg
be classified and grouped and the sizes of these groups vary
widely. This overcrowding is just about equally divided he.
tween the Columbia and the State Park Divisions. To relieve
it both institutions would have to be enlarged by more than
50 per cent. And while this enlargement was taking place, the

hospital would continue its present growth at a rate of approx-
imately 100 patients a year.

What has been begun in the appropriation of this first $5.-
000,000—and the Commission is persuaded that not more than
$5,000,000 can be wisely expended in any one year at the hospital
—must be continued before South Carolina can begin to feel that
it Iolas accomp}lshed what it wants to accomplish for those of its

institution that has been
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R rigidly restricted. F\“ev s0, 1t constitutes an invitation to dis-
AL m; aster for the lack of adequate exits.

‘\izQ\Ek\\ Mental patients suffer in addition to their mental diseases all
"310“\ of the ills that bedevil normal humanity. They must be hospital-

‘ e 1zed for tuberculosis, for pneumonia, for fractures, for operations
LTI of every kind. A separate building aemgned and equipped as a

VA general medical and surgieal hospital should replace the present

% l\\: make-ghift facilities.

I'\\.lm\_“ Annual admissions to the hospital have climbed above 2,000

' than 8 JORL and tho active {reatment areas o.f the.ho.spit.al were not

® the designed -~t0~. take c;:re o.t this load. tl“lns 1S an 1nd.1ca.t.10n that the

Prox. people of South Carolina are coming to recognize some of the

earlier symptoms of mental disease and many of them to seek
treatment at a time when the prognosis is good. If adequate facili-
ties for active treatment were to be provided, the hospital could
get a larger proportion of its first admissions out of the hospital
in a shorter time, restoring them to normal and productive life.
The great economic waste involved in any prolonged illness de-
rives from the fact that the ill person, who might be maintaining
himself and at the same time contributing to the State in the form
of taxes, 18 deprived by his illness of the capacity to earn a living
much less to make any contribution to others or to the State. And
mental illness, discovered too late, is for all practical purposes,
a terminal disease, even though the end may be delayed by care
and treatment for years.

The personnel problems of the hospital remain as heretofore
unsolved. The staff of the hospital is underpaid and over-
worked. Where the hospital has 13 psychiatrists it should have
59 to meet minimum standards. Where it has 23 nurses it should
have 255. And so, also, for every other category of service
rendered.

The medical staff, however, cannot be built up even to what
it was 20 years ago until salaries are raised to a point where psy-
ohiatrists can be attracted to the hospital. Medical salaries have
been increased, of course, but not enough as yet to serve this
purpose and thereby to increase, as should be done, both the
quality and the volume of treatment afforded by the hospital.

The nursing and attendant staff cannot be increased until the
vork hours are reduced. The Commission earnestly requests that
e (teneral Assembly make available next year money sufficient
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model Mental Health Act. modified to meet South ( arolip,:. ‘tcelf, requirln
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tpation of all State institutions operating In the field of Ments) approp Icmml 1

health, created the South Carolina Mental Health Commissigp of tl}é >
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by the device of re-naming the Board of Regents of the St
I‘i()spital and giving it jurisdiction as the central mental healt),
authority to prescribe necessary forms, promulgate rules apg
regulations, promote research. In addition, the Commission was
empowered to regulate, license and inspect all private and other
stitutions, operating in this State. providing in-patient care,
treatment or training for the mentally ill, mentally defective.
epileptic, senile, drug-addicted and alcoholic. ‘
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, I'he archaic and sometimes undesirable and harmful termi-
ll().logy of the old laws was l'eplaced by 1
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ittee combining this job for an ephemeron with the position of super-

the intenflent. It 1s recognized, however, thé.lt th.is can }.}‘: u‘m;; E

Na’y f}ransmory strategem. Iach of these positions is a major job 1n
1tself, requiring the full time of separate organizations and

s personnel.

1;21 Inclu(.ied. 1n th.e }Appmp}'iations Bill for fiscgl 19:‘32-1?:‘333% ar/x

; appropriation of $28,000 for purposes paralleling the functions

o, of the Central Office. The Commission is, therefore, asking ap-

Ale proval of the State Budget and Control Board to use this sum

Lth for the purpose of setting up and operating the Central Office for

nq a portion of next year with a skeleton force to perform those

TAS duties without which the new law would not function.

er To the Governor, the General Assembly, the Joint Committee.

re, the State Budget and Control Board. the Attorney General and

e, othe.r State departments, the Commission owes its thanks for
services and assistance generously rendered.

e To the employees of the State Hospital, it owes a debt of
gratitude in the name of the people of South Carolina for a job

3’ well done under trying conditions.

] Respectfully submitted

e G. A. BucrANAN, JR.. Chairman

§ Mrs. Witniaym R, Warrace

1 OrLixy B. CaamBerLaix, M. D.

W. W. Hagris
C. M. Tocker, Jr.
Board of Regents

South Carolina State Hospital
South Carolina Mental Health
Commission




