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REPORT OF
SOUTH CAROLINA MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION

Columbia, S. C., July 1, 1993

To His Excellency, James F. Byrnes,

(F overnor //f South (arolina:

The South Carolina Mental Health Commission, (the Board of
Regents) of the S. C. State Hospital, submits herewith to you
and to the General Assembly its One Hundred and Thirtieth
Report, for the fiscal year 1952-1953.

This year was a year of growth and progress for the S. C.
State Hospital. Chiefly as the fruit of your interest in the State’s
mental health program and as a result of your recommendations,
the General Assembly appropriated $5,000,000 for the fiscal year
1952-1953 for permanent improvements at the State Hospital
and the State Training School. The greater portion of this
amount of necessity has been spent where the need was oreatest—
at the State Hospital.

Out of these funds there is being constructed four magnificent
buildings at the Columbia Division of the hospital for the care
and treatment of acutely disturbed patients, a new central kitchen
and bakery, together with additional refrigeration facilities to
replace the inadequate central kitchen, justly condemned along
with the infamous Taylor Building, in which male disturbed
patients are still housed, by the Joint Committee on Mental
Health in its report to you.

These four new ward buildings which will have bed space for
608 patients, are the first buildings ever constructed at the State
Hospital, designed especially to care for acutely disturbed pa-
tients. They represent the latest in modern design and are a

credit to the institution.

So, also, 1s the central kitchen and bakery which will make
it possible for the hospital, almost for the first time 1n modern
history, to supply the patients with attractively prepared as well
as nutritious meals. This will be a show place for the institu-
tion and is probably not to be matched at any other state hospital

in the United States.

In addition, Building No. 1 at the State Park Division has
been completely renovated and has been converted into an at-
tractive dormitory for patients. This work was done by the
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ment areas of the hospital.

The personnel problems of the hospital remain unsolved for
lack of money. The medical staff of the hospital has been en-
larged but it still falls short of meeting the standards of the
American Psychiatric Association in every category. Salaries

must be increased to a point where the hospital can attract phy-
sicians and others to its staff.

The enactment of the new Mental Health Code after the pas-
sage of the Appropriation Act of 1952 created something of a
crisis for the Commission. required by law to begin its opera-
tion and to assume activities and duties for which no money was
appropriated.

Through the cooperation of the State Budget and Control
Board the Commission was enabled, however, to begin operation
on a make-shift basis with a skeleton force, using $28.000 which
had been appropriated for similar purposes.

The Commission is now operating three Mental Health Clinics
—at Charleston, Greenville and Spartanburg—and personnel
and funds are available for the activation of a fourth clinic at
Columbia early in the next year. These clinics represent South
Carolina’s ma.j‘or effort in the area of mental disease prevention
and are. in many wayvs, the most 1mportant element in the Com-
mission’s ende-aw:or to curtail the economic and human waste in-
volved in mental disease when it reaches the chronic stage.

Dr. W. P. Beckman, who had been serving both as Superin-
tendent of the hospital and for a short period as State Director
of Mental Health. took over the full time duties of the State Di-
rectorship and Dr. William S. Hall, heretofore. Clinical Direc-
tor, was named as Superintendent of the hospital. Named as
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Respectfully submitted.
G. A. BucHANAN, JR., C hairma,
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C. M. Tucker, Jr,
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Christmas decorations were ordered, purchased and distributed
to all wards of the Columbia and the State Park Divisions. Af.

ter the holidays each ward supply was checked and returned for
storage.

Music was played in the dining halls, on the wards and from
the auditorium windows and on the yards 133 times. Request
programs, musical quizzes and jam sessions were popular ae-
tivities and were promoted 67 times during the vear: also thers
i - were 32 hospital sings, with half that number on the wards

- The Arthur Murray School of Dancing made a substantial con-

-~ -
~ g o o8, e . 3
').},.:'wt ‘ » o ="
M > o~ :
o ‘$ i S
l‘. A
. N .’_n. 3
1

RN, 4. ‘

Ry~ A

\‘ et v ’ - ’ 3 -
Q‘f\ ‘l" ‘({A‘ ,ixnl:ﬂ' }'_,“

¢ P ! "*("‘("-.-v

- tribution toward the purchase of the first TV set for the hos-

St
A
P
. ,'"k l\

‘5‘ Y 3 ’ LN,
PN L 3 3
Pt TR, A8
P B i | SIS O |
t-“. p oy e l",'. A S .
‘ \".\\" LA ‘.._ Mt \':’.:.\' - . . R ‘ f l
- 3 o ,".).; »4,.-‘1‘.‘, - " ! - .
4 P "\ R, Pk y'y 4. : ’..,. ) v ) 1 ;. ; - . ‘ , . . R : " 1
w, 2127 » ~ o r P ~ A ) p A 4 .
¥ oG ‘J N s 25, YL 'f'}' B . d a4 ’ !
e Y ’,P ..—",J";A‘.' { \: Q:’, :>‘ - ‘
255 --,“-.‘,‘-‘.--7\ RREE Y, o f . 4
'., e ’-’ ‘4.‘...“. .~ 4 & ‘.."1 .‘- \‘..., - ‘
.“"": . - s ::‘:' """' o v . P L . 3
e L Sl et g g R Wy T ‘ : . % - ‘
‘\:‘-. ¢ ok 'jo.tf- y I \ “% ' . ' . . . ;
> -
Do r v A IR SR 2 B - ' . .
. r E ‘ B 2N . " . °
é oY - Fig b ., .
A “y .. (.' .}" 4.‘- . o ~ i TR ; )
'}" e, 16‘*:.‘ B o Al } £ > Sa i Y by . .
s ! R IS A 4 i . ' . .
13 - . :'“;‘ g Q ’ 3 o J.j'- y '.0 oy ¥ 2 ’ . X ; : a p p . g . ‘ 2
-" ¢ 'S ¥ - e - " ‘,’ - ‘) y A ® 2 Ed i . _ : R ¥ ) e " L - 1 . ' ¢ A - y
’/: N '»‘4,)‘ Pl & s ‘I‘ v 3 ’ ‘ | B " B ~ - 5 ‘ ' -‘ Sl A 8 97 B - o | * p : L1 .
5 R G A S IR e GRS S U g 0 o v S 1060 ey : .
w 4% g~ "’a % ¥4 Ay SN o) y LSS By g . 5 i
N '\_ Y P -'g'.. \ b o e W T . RS 2y . . : T ¥ 4 . ' - ‘
¢, M, A > v el RN W - A Ay, - - N, . . i . » " . ‘ " ; y ”
) '.. “ ‘..i_;;,“ :‘ < ‘ ~ "‘ Q'q’ ! oy b Ve ' 3 1 " N, .._ R e . .'. v “ ot - . 3 : 3 . i Y
Boalo iy S N TR EEYES . R AT 1 ; 2 ; . ; 2
=
b '
' : s T O

' '\v, . g # =
‘.;J _ ! \o‘gq"* , S

e

ot Bl ST ke e i . P
v Y i + Pl ‘43!' B R e Xy U A e .
o Gt £ ST I RN Y I S e A e
' - e ." LA "L PR e A -) ol e P e g 2o
' ¢ el o RN LENSEON ‘V‘imwl“-!"(,"‘\" v f\l;..‘_u 5 ;'( ‘,l' \‘2"'0‘ x"‘. .N_ S ,)-."A. s
L i S SRS et e e T el N A 1 TR SR e s O S - )
ot \‘,’. . A P T AR : . (.: " L Q__ s ...:” _.‘.\’ ..‘.‘&‘, P ~‘ > ._,,‘ -"’ 4 _{ AL R ‘ "" & .‘~
» . s . 3 / 3 % o .‘.‘-‘V '-,‘..('4..“;.“'5' p o:. )“;.3,._ SR $

ey A pE .d “ &
- ,--'0-0 g L . ¥ Ny e T ¥ S T ’
e s VRS e - I” Yt ig N e W ] o i 3
Y- 5 v - 55 g 0 e e d
- o 3 &\ ’ ”




RN S SO SRRE I oL s

: +i0¢ 1n the wards and ana:
w0 517 bIngo parties 11 tll £ fdlnd audit
; o ' : \V: -»‘.‘ v |
f belonging and of team P ly 9 2R by th
onine ( A bhdend il ' 1 ‘he ‘
ot t,' ipate ( pcti1ve garmes by (l"V"('h“g the pl‘ly
to pat JEI e

,‘r";',“’"! “'("“" . . ’° 4 - - 24 ’ P ,
| Mhere were 113 scheduled periods of card and Other ¢,
S1 RS £ | j,:.ﬁ
1€ wep

aames, This did not inelude the ‘('.](n.)t',ntlll)l;‘)(l):% \i,)‘]a,}i ~‘On t] Iq;
'ﬂ.m! on the ,Yf't,t‘(l-‘*. l""," g Pl'.“"y(’( l,“ . t0llr~na;
wente were scheduled in the winter season,

Volley ball was played twice flz-?ily .most (31‘ the year with ¢,
nﬂ'slinu; recrentional nurses pm'tmputmg.‘ Soft ball wag Plave
daily long before and after the season. Croquet, horseshges
gonlback were played throughout the year.

A league was organized of patients, employees, interpe an
ministerial students and directed by the section. A trophy
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tive and personnel departments and the United States Puj;
Health Laboratory.
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There was also organized and directed a league for patient:
who were unable to compete with the strongest patients.
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